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and diamond
TIER, $7,000.

t: Wool and cashmere
HLOE, $4,395, at
outiques nationwide.
tch-leather boots,
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Twenty-SiX-year—old actress
Makenzie Leigh has a personal man-
date about parts she hopes to steer clear
of—that is, “sexist depictions of wom-
en,” she says. And yet her breakout role
in Ang Lee’s newest drama, Billy Lynn’s
Long Halftime Walk, is not only as the
war hero Billy’s love interest but also a
Dallas Cowboys cheerleader. The point
being that her character, Faison—and,
of course, women in general—can be “a
bundle of contradictions.”

In depicting a devout young woman
who intensely—and unexpectedly—
falls for Billy, fresh from the latest Iraq
war, at the Cowboys stadium during
a stop on his squadron’s so-called
victory tour, Leigh drew from her
own upbringing in the Dallas suburbs
(where she’d trained seriously as a
ballerina until an injury at age 15).
“Growing up in Texas, you see a lot of
movement between a very religious
and piously led life bumping up against
modern values,” says Leigh, who, while
training with an acting coach—she was
taking a fiction-writing course at NYU
and hoped that acting might help her
“create a fully formed human” in her
own writing—revealed natural talent,
snagged an agent, and racked up a
handful of meaty roles, including a
rape survivor on CBS’s The Good Wife
and a self-destructive young man’s girl-
friend in last year’s heavily improvised
James White. “There’s this negotiation
that a lot of girls are going through,”
she continues, “trying to figure out ‘My
body is a temple’ and ‘Thave all these
primal animal feelings.” These things
are always in contention and are so
interesting to play with.”—Keziah Weir

Hair by Lacy Redway at the Wall Group for Kérastase;
makeup by Ayami Nishimura at the Wall Group for
Lancome; manicure by Alicia Torello for Chanel; set
design by Juliet Jernigan at CLM; fashion assistants:
Yashua Simmons and Kia Goosby; special thanks to
Wyeth for the vintage Hans J. Wegner Peacock chair and
the Future Perfect for Piet Hein Eek Dining Chair in oak.
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