
This month, we turn our gaze 
inward…to ELLE’s West 57th Street 
offices. Discover the trends—think 
high waists and flatter-all hues—
that six members of the fashion 
department are embracing for 
spring. By Keziah Weir
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Organza cotton 
top, Nº21, $410. 
Gingham cotton 
skirt, MICHAEL 

KORS, $1,295. 
Sunglasses, 

CÉLINE, $480. 
Leather handbag, 

FENDI, $1,750. 
Leather pumps, 

CHRISTIAN 
LOUBOUTIN, $675

 Lambskin-trim polyamide 
bodysuit, ALIX, $230. 

Embroidered linen-blend 
skirt, DONNA KARAN 

NEW YORK, $2,500. 
Personalized ring, THEA 

BY EMILIE DUCHÊNE, 
$770. Lambskin handbag, 

CHANEL, price on 
request. Satin sandals, 

GIANVITO ROSSI, $795. 
Her own earring and ring

Cashmere sweater, 
EQUIPMENT, $288. 

Silk trousers, 
PROTAGONIST, 

$640. Crocodile belt, 
HERMÈS, $2,975. 
Necklace, SILVIA 
FURMANOVICH, 
price on request. 

Bracelet, TIFFANY 
& CO., price on 
request. Tweed 

and calfskin 
handbag, CHANEL, 

$4,800. Suede 
pumps, MANOLO 
BLAHNIK, $645. 

Her own earrings, 
watch, and rings

GREAT LENGTHS
Maria Dueñas Jacobs, Accessories Director

For a refreshing alternative to the standard 
pencil silhouette, don’t shy away from this oft-
shunned skirt length, advises Dueñas Jacobs, 

here in a striking linen-blend embroidered 
version by Donna Karan New York. “It’s above 
the ankle but has a high waist,” she says, “so it 

elongates.” Pair it with a sleek bodysuit or even a 
slouchy sweater on top, but stick to heels on feet.

CHECKS AND BALANCES
Caitlin Mullen, Assistant Credits Editor
Mullen conquers spring’s moody 
temperatures—warm one moment, chilly 
the next—with a covered-up look in 
lightweight gingham. The unexpected 
pattern clash lends an edge to the outfit’s  
conservative cut—for an effect that Mullen 
calls “risk taking”—while Fendi’s yellow-
and-pink-accented bag gives a playful nod 
to traditional colors of the season.

HIGH VOLUME
Jennifer Gach, 
Senior Accessories Editor
Channeling Katharine 
Hepburn in ultrafull silk 
trousers from Protagonist, 
Gach is the embodiment 
of this season’s borrowed-
from-the-boys trend. A 
tucked-in sweater and belt 
cut a defined waist; the 
subdued palette allows the 
accessories editor to do 
what she does best: “pile 
on the jewelry,” including 
a Silvia Furmanovich 
necklace and a Sabine G. 
ring, as well as a patterned 
Chanel bag for “an 
unexpected touch” against 
the navy and gray.
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For more ELLE staff style secrets, visit 
ELLE.com/editors-style for our all-time favorite 
items,  how we wear them, and  ways to get the look.

RISQUÉ SUEDE
Jade Frampton, Senior Market Editor
Head-to-toe suede  is certainly not for the faint 
of heart. “You can ruin it in five seconds,” 
Frampton says, “but it’s a little less dangerous 
if it’s a dark color.”  But with high risk comes 
high payoff: This backless navy Theory dress 
pairs perfectly with a silk or cotton blazer for 
day, while stacked gladiator sandals make for 
a va-va-voom after-hours look.

PRETTY LITTLE LAYERS
Christina Holevas, Accessories Editor
While the dress-over-pants combo can look 
bulky if improperly executed, opting for light 
fabrics, such as this silk shirtdress and wool-
blend pants  from The Row, can help create 
a streamlined shape. If you’re splurging 
on coordinating pieces , choosing navy or 
black ensures you’ll get mileage out of them 
separately as well, says neutrals -loving 
Holevas. “They’re a little more versatile.”

Suede dress, 
THEORY, $715. Cuff, 
JENNIFER ZEUNER 

JEWELRY, $242. 
Leather clutch, 

MYRIAM SCHAEFER, 
$3,159. Suede 

sandals, GIANVITO 
ROSSI, $795

Silk-blend coat, DRIES 
VAN NOTEN, $1,665. 

Crepe bodysuit, 
ALTUZARRA, $1,250. 

Denim jeans, J BRAND, 
$209. Calfskin shoulder 

bag, VALENTINO 
GARAVANI, $2,775. 

Leather pumps, 
CHRISTIAN 

LOUBOUTIN, $675

Organza silk poplin 
top, $1,650, stretch-

wool and silk pants, 
$890, both, THE ROW. 

Leather shoulder 
bag, CHLOÉ, $1,950. 

Leather sneakers, 
FEIT, $480

A GROOVE THING
Shilpa Prabhakar Nadella, 

Associate Market Editor
This spring, bell-bottoms 

are back with a vengeance. 
Prabhakar Nadella gives 

this ’70s staple from 
J Brand a luxe update 

with a tailored shirt and 
statement coat from Dries 

Van Noten, creating a look  
that moves seamlessly 
from office to off duty. 

(Swap heels with a pair 
of classic Converse for a 

fashion-forward commute.) 
For the most flattering 

proportions in the jeans, 
“go  for a bell-bottom with 

an extreme flare that kicks 
out in the shin,” she says, 
and have the hem custom 

tailored—an investment 
worth the return .
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