
RAZOR-SHARP, ACTION-PACKED, SEARINGLY FUNNY, SUPERSEXY, AND 
SOULFUL TO BOOT. SURE, THAT’S HOW WE WANT OUR TV. AND THANKS TO 
THESE POWERHOUSES—BOTH IN FRONT OF AND BEHIND THE CAMERA—

IT’S HOW WE ACTUALLY GET IT. 

In the opening scene of 
NBC’s action drama Blindspot, 

fall’s highest-rated new 
network show, JAIMIE ALEX-

ANDER unfurls from a duffel 
bag in Times Square like a 

twenty-first-century tattooed 
manifestation of Botticelli’s 

Birth of Venus—a moment she 
would later call “the most epic 

scene I’ve ever done in any 
project I’ve ever worked on.” 

This from a woman who’s 
wielded swords on horseback 

as Thor’s Lady Sif, played a 
human lab experiment on 

Kyle XY, and acted opposite 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 

the pyrotechnic-peppered The 
Last Stand. When it comes to 

highly physical roles, “I’m like 
a magnet,” Alexander says, 

noting that only twice has she 
played something approxi-

mating an ordinary person. 
“Everybody else has been a 

butt kicker. Or, like, an alien 
or a superhuman.”

Thirty-one-year-old Alex-
ander grew up in Grapevine, 

Texas, with four basketball-
playing, rodeo-riding broth-
ers; in high school, she was 

on the wrestling team, not the 
drama club. Her career was 

launched almost by accident 
when, while pitching in by 

reading with the male actors 
at the audition for the 2006 

movie The Other Side, she 
was cast in the film’s leading 

role. Blindspot’s Jane Doe, a 
preternatural powerhouse of 

a fighter who, at the series’ 
start, has total amnesia, 

would be a daunting role for 
most actors; how do you play 
someone without a personal 
history or an understanding 

of friendship—without, even, a 
favorite food? “All I had to go 
off of was gut instinct, which 

is so awesome,” Alexander 
says, “because I feel like as 
women we should do that 

anyway. We should ignore so-
ciety and trust what we have 

inside of us.”—Keziah Weir
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Camisole, skirt, both, J.W. 
ANDERSON. Earrings, 

EDDIE BORGO. Cuff, 
ring, both, JENNIFER 

MEYER. Ring, DEBORAH 
PAGANI. Ring, ROBERTO 

MARRONI. Sandals, 
NICHOLAS KIRKWOOD.
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