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“The biggest difference is I have way, 
way more lines than I had before,” 
declares Ellie Kemper unabashedly. 
The 34-year-old is discussing the 
difference between what has arguably 
been her most recognizable role to date, 
the unfailingly chipper (and unfailingly 
naive) receptionist Erin on The Office 
(the ultimate foil to deadpan Pam), and 
her newest gig, the title part in the 
much-anticipated Tina Fey–produced 
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt, premiering 
with 13 episodes on Netflix in March. 
It’s a refreshingly honest and 

definition that has been created for 
women about ‘having it all,’ I think 
she’s trying to figure out what it is,” 
says Moss. “What is her definition?”

Moss is finding her own definition. 
During Mad Men hiatuses, she’s 
dazzled in projects that range 
from her Golden Globe–winning 
performance in the miniseries Top of 
the Lake, to the heavily improvised 
psychological indie film The One I Love. 
Meanwhile, Mad Men never ceased to 
thrill. “The fact that you’re still getting 
nervous, that you’re still challenged 
by the material, is remarkable,” she 
says. She never worried that the show’s 
end would affect the cast’s intense 
friendships. “We will always be in 
each other’s lives,” she says. “But the 

unpretentious answer from someone 
who is part of an industry in which 
people use terms like “craft” and 
“journey,” and one that speaks not only 
to the St. Louis native’s real-life 
sunny-side-up persona but also the niche 
she’s begun to carve out professionally—
that of the deeply earnest gal. (You 
might also recognize Kemper, who 
began her comedy career by joining a 
musical-comedy troupe as an undergrad 
at Princeton, from Bridesmaids. She 
played Becca, the wedding party 
member who was prone to saccharine 
declarations like “You are more 
beautiful than Cinderella—you smell 

thing that I won’t ever get again is 
Peggy.”

Yet the horizon is bright. Since 
wrapping Mad Men, she’s filmed 
Truth, the account of Dan Rather’s 
60 Minutes George W. Bush exposé, 
in Sydney; produced her first film, 
Queen of the Earth, in which she stars 
as one of two disconnected friends; 
and this month she begins a run 
in Broadway’s revival of The Heidi 
Chronicles, in the title role. Beyond 
that, the for-now-single Moss is less 
focused on checking off linear career 
goals than tenacious Peggy. “I like 
being surprised,” she says. “I think 
the things that end up coming to you 
are beyond, almost, what you could 
dream up yourself.”—Keziah Weir

like pine needles and have a face like 
sunshine.”) Of her Office days, Kemper 
says, “Sometimes I think the writers 
were watching me on set to put stuff in 
the script.” Her role in Kimmy Schmidt is 
similarly optimistic, though its premise 
is decidedly darker: It’s your typical tale 
of a wide-eyed girl who sets out to make 
it in New York City…after being held 
hostage in a bunker as part of a religious 
cult for 15 years. “When I first heard 
what the show was about, I was like, 
‘Wait—what?’ ” admits Kemper, who 
appears alongside Jane Krakowski. “I 
want to tell people, ‘No, it’s a comedy, I 
promise!’ ”—Amanda FitzSimons
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Elisabeth Moss is in mourning. Peggy 
Olson, Mad Men’s beloved secretary-
cum-copywriter and six-and-a-half-
season reigning queen of feminism 
and the American dream, will sing her 
swan song in the show’s final episodes 
this spring. The 32-year-old L.A. 
native brought a dignified grit— and a 
huge amount of empathy—to the part 
that came not only from her obvious 
talent but from the instant connection 
she had with the idea of Peggy. “I just 
felt like I knew her,” Moss says.

Then in her midtwenties and 
coming off a seven-year stint as Zoey 
Bartlet on The West Wing, Moss found 
in Peggy the perfect vehicle to grow 
as an actress: a period role that fit the 
challenges women face today. “This 
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